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It’s been a long time since South Street Seaport was intended for New Yorkers.

This is not to say that natives didn’t show up when Aunt Millie was in town and in need of diversion. And unlike 
hellish Times Square, the Seaport at least looked like old New York and had unquestionably good views.

But Hurricane Sandy flooded the streets — putting many local places out of business and doing collateral damage 
to the area’s reputation and residential appeal. 
...

Something interesting is happening. South Street Seaport — a.k.a., Peck Slip — is in the beginning stages of a huge 
transformation.

... 
Rising rentals

Just how rock ’n’ roll is this neighborhood? So rock ’n’ roll that when 
Scott Aaron, principal at Socius Development Group, and his partners 
decided to develop a 23-story 80/20 rental at 56 Fulton he told his 
interior designer (Andres Escobar) to think of “a ’70s, ’80s downtown 
rock scene: Basquiat, Blondie, CBGB — that kind of downtown scene . . . 
make it a look back to New York 20, 30 years ago.”

For a city in the throes of “American Hustle” fever, this is an intriguing 
concept.

The 120 unit building will be a mixture of studios, one- and two-
bedrooms and include a “funky” residents’ club and 6,000 square feet of 
retail. “They’ll be good sized apartments,” Aaron says.

Ground will be broken on the site (now an eight-story outdoor parking 
garage) this summer — the building should be finished in early 2016.

The aesthetic is still “old New York” 
on Peck Slip even as a new school is 
set to open in the fall of 2015 across 
the street.  
Left: Pier 17, South Street Seaport                       
Photo: NY Post/Brian Zak

5 reasons South Street Seaport is 
the city’s next hot spot

This 120-unit 80/20 rental will 
have a 70s/80s motif, not to 
mention 6,000 square feet of 
retail space. Photo: Jimi Hendrix 
photograph: Gered Mankow-
itz / Morrison Hotel Gallery                     
Photo: Gered Mankowitz / Morrison 
Hotel Gallery

(EXCERPT)

http://www.alexandermktg.com
http://nypost.com/2014/01/23/5-reasons-south-street-seaport-is-the-citys-next-hot-spot/
http://nypost.com/2014/01/23/5-reasons-south-street-seaport-is-the-citys-next-hot-spot/


Online October 9, 2012 - COMMERCIAL - SQUARE FEET - By Roland Li

The Jade Hotel, a boutique hotel with 113 rooms, under construction on West 13th Street.                    Ángel Franco/The New York Times

A Building Boom in New York Hotel Rooms

In 2011, developers added 4,404 new hotel rooms to the 
city’s existing 74,025 rooms, an annual increase of 5.9 per-
cent and the highest on record, according to Smith Travel 
Research and the commercial real estate brokerage Cush-
man & Wakefield.

Supply is projected to increase by 3.5 percent in 2012 and 4.1 
percent in 2013. From 2005 to 2010, hotel room supply grew 
by 16.2 percent, for an average of only 3.24 percent annually.

The strong fundamentals have encouraged new hotels in 
virtually every Manhattan neighborhood, with developers 
fighting to differentiate themselves through design, market-
ing or location.

One of the most popular new hotel types is the small, high-
end boutique, like the 113-room Jade Hotel, which will open 
on West 13th Street in Greenwich Village at the end of Oc-
tober.

The Jade’s developer, William T. Obeid, president and chief 
executive of Gemini Real Estate Advisors, could have built a 

rental building on the site, but he saw continued strength in 
tourism and a lack of hotels in the area.

“I saw the fundamentals of the hospitality business begin 
to change in March 2010. We knew we had to reignite 13th 
Street,” said Mr. Obeid, whose company manages six other 
hotels in Manhattan. “New York remains one of the most 
traveled destinations in the world.”

Andres Escobar designed the Jade’s interiors and said that 
Mr. Obeid “wanted to blend into the Village,” which is why 
Mr. Escobar used materials like Macassar ebony wood and 
marble to evoke an old world style. The Jade also has a res-
taurant operated by Frederick Lesort called Grapevine, an 
homage to the Village’s 19th century speakeasy of the same 
name. Nightly room rates begin at $400.

“I think for the long term, New York is a great hotel mar-
ket,” said Mr. Zobler of the Sydell Group. “Generally, it’s 
very hard to be a developer and not be optimistic.”

One of the rooms at the hotel, which 
is expected to open later this month.

(EXCERPT)
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Dick’s pulling out of B’way

(Excerpt)

AFTER months of negotiations, 
Dick’s Sporting Goods has walked 

away from a fully negotiated deal with 
Malkin Holdings for 56,000 square feet 
at 1333 Broadway in Herald Square.
 “This is a phenomenal location 
with outstanding visibility between Ma-
cy’s and Duane Reade flagship stores, 
and we already have activity,” said An-
thony Malkin, the president of the com-
pany.
 Patrick Smith of SRS Real Estate 
Partners, who has been representing 
Dick’s in its search, did not return a call 
for comment. But several sources said 
Dick’s has pulled all the deals it was 
working on.
 The Pittsburgh chain, which has 
been in expansion mode the last few 
years, recently opened in White Plains 
and in Yonkers, where guns and ammo 
are not sold.
 At the end of July, Dick’s had 490 
Dick’s Sporting Goods stores in 44 
states, with plans to open 38 more this 
year.
 Executives at the company did not 
respond to requests for comment.
 Malkin’s Herald Square retail was 
previously occupied by Conway Stores 
and drew big-box retailers that toured 
the space. The overall asking rent for 
the entire space is around $112 per 
square foot, with $300 per square foot 
for the ground floor.
 Nearby, Malkin said his firm will 
also begin marketing 158,863 square 
feet at 112 W. 34th St. that can be di-
vided into two stores with high ceilings 
over four floors and a lower level.
 The assignment will be handled 
by Joanne Podell of Cushman & Wake-
field. Pricing is not been established.
 “This is a seven-day-a-week shop-
ping street with destination retail every-
where,” said Malkin. “This is a real op-
portunity.”
But the former Woolworth space, now a 

Foot Locker, won’t be available until its 
lease runs out in 2016.
“It’s not that far away,” said Malkin.
 Stay tuned.
 Dick’s had been vacillating be-
tween 1333 Broadway and 3 Colum-
bus Circle, owned by a venture of SL 
Green Realty Corp. and Joseph Moin-
ian, where 29,000 square feet has long 
been available on the ground and sec-
ond floors.
 The space is now being marketed 
by Winick Realty for the owners. Ste-
ven Durels of SL Green declined com-
ment on whether or not a deal with 
Dick’s was still in the works.
 In the last few months, the other 
3 Columbus-based retailer, Daffy’s, 
declared bankruptcy. Aurora Capital is 
now marketing its 23,250 square feet on 
two levels for $3.2 million per year, ac-
cording to a CoStar listing. That lease 
runs to 2017 and has a five-year option.
 With Nordstrom’s slated to open 
across Broadway in the base of the new 
Extell Development project, and the 
Shops at Time Warner a proven suc-
cess, more upscale retailers may begin 
to circle the Circle.
***
 La Perla is leasing 1,600 square 
feet at 430-434 W. Broadway, while 
Staff USA has also leased 3,600 square 
feet to operate a Just Cavalli store.
 La Perla was represented by Vic-
tor Fandel of Fandel Retail Group, and 
Staff USA was repped by Joel Isaacs of 
Isaacs and Co.
 Karen Bellantoni of RKF rep-
resented the Laboz family of United 
American Land, which own the prop-
erty and had an asking rent of $400 a 
square foot.
 La Perla will be relocating from its 
current location on Greene Street.
Just Cavalli has had sales in pop-up lo-
cations and within other stores, but this 
will become its city flagship.

 United American Land has also 
just leased a 1,500 square-foot store to 
young fashion designer Pamela Gonza-
les at SoHo Mews at 311 W. Broadway, 
where Justin Timberlake has an apart-
ment.
 The store, designed by Romina 
Gonzales, will use glass mannequins 
and be decorated as a gallery with 
blown-glass sculptures.
 The asking rent was $150 per 
square foot, said Albert Laboz, presi-
dent of United American Land. Laboz 
also raved about the restaurant Jezebel, 
which opened last year in the compa-
ny’s 323 Broadway.
 “It’s a hip restaurant that happens 
to be kosher,” said Laboz.
***
 The newly constructed 98-unit 
Mantena rental building at 431 W. 37th 
St. between Ninth and Tenth avenues 
was quietly purchased by Equity Resi-
dential last Friday.
 The asking price had been $90 
million, which equates to $918,000 per 
unit, but no final cost was available.
 Sources said the Hudson Yards 
area project was marketed by Andrew 
Scandalios of HFF for an affiliate of 
Joy Construction, which developed the 
project with Karl Fischer as the archi-
tect. Designer Andres Escobar worked 
on interiors and amenities including a 
billiards room, roof deck, yoga studio 
and children’s library.
 According to a source at the build-
ing, who declined to be identified, the 
building is about 85 percent leased up 
with several one and two bedrooms now 
available for rent starting at $3,740 per 
month.
 Neither a spokesman for Equity 
Residential, nor Scandalios nor Joy’s 
CEO, returned calls for comment.

POST FOCUS ON COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
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Andres Escobar 
is hard to catego-
rize, and that’s the 
way he likes it.
The Columbian-
born Canadian de-
signer has made 
his mark on the 
city, from Chelsea 
condos to Upper 
West Side rentals 
and a Brooklyn 
hotel. Escobar 
shuns the idea of 
a signature style, 

preferring to fit his designs to the client — or the 
neighborhood.
“New York City is a little different from everywhere 
else,” he says. “You live in New York and you learn 
how divided the island is. People downtown have a 
different asthetic from in Chelsea or the Flatiron.”
But while Escobar prides himself on his ability to 
match the mood of a neighborhood, he also likes 
to play with expectations. He describes the Corner, 
a rental he designed at 200 West 72nd Street, as 
“upper west side with undertones of downtown.”
Escobar’s design firm is based in Montreal, but 
has worked on projects around the world, from a 
resort in the Sychelles to New Dehli hotels.
He has had an office in New York for nine years. At 
the height of the market, he employed five people 
in the city, but now his local staff is down to one 
project manager.
The creative work is done in Canada, but on most 
weeks Escobar spends several days in New York.
“I’m here to gather information and deliver the vi-
sion,” he says.
Escobar likes to design the entire building, creat-
ing a continuous living experience between the 
apartments and common areas.
“If I’m not able to do the lobby and corridors and 
common areas, I may not do the project,” he says.
At the Chelsea Club condos on West 19th Street, 

the apartments feature bathrooms with dual-head-
ed showers for couples to share, and the common 
areas have a nightclub-like feel, Escobar says.
“Why not give people the opportunity to live in a 
space where they feel like they’re on vacation?” 
But he also redesigned the Olcott, a stately pre-
war condo on the Upper West Side.
“When people have a signature style, it works for 
them and against them,” he says. “They become 
restricted because everything looks the same.”
Escobar lives in Montreal in a house he renovated 
with his wife Bela. The couple has two sons who, 
at 23 and 19, still live at home. Escobar designed 
the furniture in the house himself, and when he’s 
home he enjoys cooking for his family. He grew up 
in Columbia, 200 miles outside of Bogata, where 
his father was a vice president for a steel manufac-
turing company.In spite of the amount of time he 
spends in the city, he doesn’t have an apartment 
here.
“I love hotels,” he says. “You arrive whenever you 
want. If you’re hungry, you can eat whenever you 
want.”
One of his long-term goals is to work on a hotel 
project that would incorporate technology into in 
visitor’s experience, but he’s hesitatant to discuss 
the details of his vision.
“We’ve been conditioned that technology is cold 
and antiseptic and not nice, but there is all kinds of 
technology that is not being utilized. We have the 
means to re-invent what we are accustomed to,” 
he says. “Unfortunately, technology is still expen-
sive.”
Currently, Escobar is working on two ground-up 
condominiums, three hotels and four private resi-
dences in Manhattan as well as two rental build-
ings in Brooklyn. In the near future, he says, he 
hopes to take on a student housing project.
“There are things you can do to take a place that 
could look like a jailhouse and make it beauti-
ful, and it doesn’t have to cost a lot of money,” he 
says. “There’s no reason someone has to 
live in a white painted box.”

Home: Where Escobar’s art lives

September 5, 2012 - Online - Featured in The Brokers Weekly Section - By Sarah Trefethen
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Online August 22, 2012 - Adventures in Interior Design Section - By Dave Hogarty

NEW YORK

It took a looooong time (four years 
after scheduled) for Z Hotel in Long 
Island City to get to the point where 
it was accepting guests last summer. 
The Andre Kikoski-designed hotel 
promised to deliver a “Gansevoort 
Hotel-like vibe” within its “razor-thin 
75,000 square foot tower.” Along the 
way, however, Andres Escobar took over the interior design of the hotel and delivered “an 
amalgam of Jazz Age gestalt, European flair and a transit theme.”
The transit theme seems rather obvious upon entry into the lobby. There’s a large mural of the 
City Hall subway station at reception and an old school flipping metal shutter arrivals/departures 
board above the elevator bank. The Jazz Age is represented in the furnishings and murals of 
Billie Holiday and the Rockettes gracing guest rooms. European flair may be represented by 
the free provision of bikes to guests who’d like them so one can tootle around Hunters Point on 
two wheels, although Newtown Creek and the Dutch Kill aren’t exactly the canals of Amsterdam. 
We’re not sure about the jelly jar light fixtures hanging over the beds in the guest rooms. That 
may be Queens representing in the mix.

Experience the Full Gestalt at Z Hotel in Queens

http://ny.curbed.com/archives/2012/08/22/experience_the_full_gestalt_at_z_hotel_in_queens.php
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Friday, August 3, 2012 - IN THE NEWS: Escobar Designed NOIR Restaurant - By mpolitz  

Setting a dramatic 10,000-square-foot stage in Midtown Manhattan, in-
terior designer Andres Escobar has created an exciting two-story paean 
to haute cuisine and fine living at NOIR, 151 East 50th Street, between 
Lexington and Third Avenues. The site of a circa 1926 opera house, 
former speakeasy and posh 1950s supper club, it is where Edit Piaf 
made her U.S. debut, Desi Arnaz sang Babbalu and Abbott & Costello’s 
hilarious high-jinx entertained a nightly audience.

“My mandate was to create an urbane destination for both after-work relaxation and romantic dining,” says Mr. Escobar. “The 
bones and history were already there, so I embraced the soaring ceiling heights and expansive space in the design to create 
an elegant, uplifting environment.”

The entrance to NOIR opens to a bustling lounge that flows into the main dining room, visually separated by an Art Deco-
inspired spiral staircase, with marble steps and leather railings. The two-level restaurant is surrounded by dark wood walls with 
lush curved Hollywood booths, and is punctuated by an enormous silver anthracite chandelier and lighting dim enough to make 
everyone beautiful. The glamorous effect hearkens back to Madison Avenue’s mid-century heyday in a setting fit for Marilyn 
Monroe and Joe DiMaggio. At the very end of the main dining room is a glass-enclosed private dining area with seating for 20. 
On the second floor is a lounge with music spun by some of the city’s top DJs.

Owned by veteran restaurateur George P. Iordanou of GPI Entertainment (TAJ Restaurant and Lounge and One51), NOIR 
features a contemporary menu developed by Michelin-star rated Chef Jean-Yves Schillinger, best known for his Alsatian res-
taurant JYS is in Colmar, France. More information about NOIR Restaurant may be found at www.noir-ny.com <http://www.
noir-ny.com> .

About Andres Escobar & Associates

Founded by award-winning designer Andres Escobar in 1989, Andres Escobar & Associates, www.escobardesign.com <http://
www.escobardesign.com> , is a leading interior design firm based in Manhattan and Montreal that has been responsible for a 
broad range of residential, commercial, retail, hospitality, corporate, institutional and private residential projects in cities world-
wide, including New York, Miami, Montreal, Toronto, Dubai, London, Paris, Geneva, as well as in India and Asia. In addition, Mr. 
Escobar has designed his own signature line of furniture.

Over the years, the eponymous firm has developed a name synonymous with sophistication and fine style; with work best 
recognized for sensitive detailing and the use of high quality, often exotic materials. With a team lead by Mr. Escobar, recent 
projects include the adaptive re-use renovation of the original New York Times Building and such signature Manhattan con-
dominium projects as District (111 Fulton Street) and The Olcott (27 West 72nd Street), a conversion of an Art Deco hotel. In 
addition, Andres Escobar & Associates has designed the interiors of Harsen House (120 West 72nd Street), the first LEED 
certified project on the Upper West Side, The Corner (200 West 72nd Street), Z Hotel (Long Island City) and Columbus Square 
(775, 795, 805 and 808 Columbus Avenue).

During a storied career spanning more than two decades, Mr. Escobar has worked on myriad residential, retail and hospital-
ity projects with such preeminent architects as Costas Kondylis, Karl Fischer, DeWitt Tishman, BKSK, Thomas Phifer and 
Partners, Greenberg Farrow, Gertler & Wenke, Thomas O’Hara, Gene Kaufman/ Gwathmy Siegel, Goldstein Hill & 
West, Gruzen Samton, James Scoth, Marco Piva (Milan), Arcop International, Robert Dupuch Paris, Tirant Associates 
Seychelles and Didier Dove Mauritius.

Dark, Sexy, Delicious: Madmen Meets Gen Y at 
Andres Escobar-Designed NOIR Restaurant

http://www.alexandermktg.com
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Tuesday, July 24, 2012 - ANDRES ESCOBAR - By Mitchell Hall

Montreal-based interior designer Andres Escobar, 
has brought his distinctive brand to Mantena, one 
of the area’s first luxury rentals at 431 West 37th 
Street, between Ninth and Tenth Avenues. The 
stunning 12-story, glass-clad apartment building 
has 98 residences. 

The studio, one- and two-bedroom apartments are 
notable for their high ceiling heights and floor-to-ceiling windows with compli-
mentary solar shades. Many feature private outdoor terraces or balconies. Each 
residence is equipped with an in-home laundry.

There is also a lushly landscaped rooftop deck with cabanas and private screen-
ing area. In addition, Mr. Escobar has created a sumptuously appointed resi-
dents’ lounge, complete with billiards table. 

The fitness center is outfitted with top-of-the-line 
Precor equipment and the dramatic double-height 
entry lobby is sheathed in warm woods and fur-
nished with Barcelona benches and Pedrali Pasha 
chairs.

Among the most recent projects designed by 
Escobar are the adaptive re-use renovation of the 

original New York Times Building and such signature Manhattan condominium 
projects as District (111 Fulton Street), Harsen House (120 West 72nd Street), the 
first LEED certified project on the Upper West Side and The Olcott (27 West 72nd 
Street), a conversion of an Art Deco hotel.  In addition, Andres Escobar & Associ-
ates is responsible for the interior design of The Corner (200 West 72nd Street) 
and  Z Hotel (Long Island City).  

Available studios from: $2,750
Available  One Bedrooms from: $3,950.
Available Two Bedrooms from: $5,575

Mantena | 431 West 37th Street

http://www.alexandermktg.com
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Mantena | 431 West 37th Street
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August 10, 2012 - ONLINE: BROKERS WEEKLY SECTION

Montreal-based interior 
designer Andres Esco-
bar has just completed 
his third high profile 
project in as many 
years.
And luxury rental Man-
tena, at 431 West 37th 
Street, has the signa-
ture Escobar touches 
that have made him one 
of the most popular in-
teriors experts in recent 
years.

Kitchens at Mantena have European-brand stainless steel appliances, deluxe 
marble bathrooms, indirect lighting and exotic woods that highlight the chiar-
oscuro in the natural elements.
“This is a building that represents a benchmark in design for the area,” said 
Escobar, who also worked on The Corner and the Columbus Square develop-
ments.
“It sets an important stage for a fast-evolving neighborhood that ties together 
Clinton, the High Line, Midtown and, soon, Hudson Yards.  The architecture 
here clearly reflects a modern sensibility, while the interior character evokes 
intimacy and sophistication.”
The studio, one- and two-bedroom apartments have high ceilings and floor-
to-ceiling windows with solar shades. Many feature private outdoor terraces 
or balconies. There is a landscaped rooftop deck with cabanas and private 
screening area.
Escobar has also created a residents’ lounge, complete with billiards table.
Marketing the property is Tamir Shemesh, senior vice president, The Corcoran 
Group, and Citi Habitats.

Escobar carves name on Mantena

Mantena has Escobar all over it
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(775, 795, 805 and 808 Columbus Avenue).

During a storied career spanning more than two decades, Mr. Escobar has worked on myriad residential, retail and hospital-
ity projects with such preeminent architects as Costas Kondylis, Karl Fischer, DeWitt Tishman, BKSK, Thomas Phifer and 
Partners, Greenberg Farrow, Gertler & Wenke, Thomas O’Hara, Gene Kaufman/ Gwathmy Siegel, Goldstein Hill & 
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Dark, Sexy, Delicious: Madmen Meets Gen Y at 
Andres Escobar-Designed NOIR Restaurant

http://www.alexandermktg.com
http://fb101.com/?p=1899


 
Tuesday, July 24, 2012 - ANDRES ESCOBAR - By Mitchell Hall

Montreal-based interior designer Andres Escobar, 
has brought his distinctive brand to Mantena, one 
of the area’s first luxury rentals at 431 West 37th 
Street, between Ninth and Tenth Avenues. The 
stunning 12-story, glass-clad apartment building 
has 98 residences. 

The studio, one- and two-bedroom apartments are 
notable for their high ceiling heights and floor-to-ceiling windows with compli-
mentary solar shades. Many feature private outdoor terraces or balconies. Each 
residence is equipped with an in-home laundry.

There is also a lushly landscaped rooftop deck with cabanas and private screen-
ing area. In addition, Mr. Escobar has created a sumptuously appointed resi-
dents’ lounge, complete with billiards table. 

The fitness center is outfitted with top-of-the-line 
Precor equipment and the dramatic double-height 
entry lobby is sheathed in warm woods and fur-
nished with Barcelona benches and Pedrali Pasha 
chairs.

Among the most recent projects designed by 
Escobar are the adaptive re-use renovation of the 

original New York Times Building and such signature Manhattan condominium 
projects as District (111 Fulton Street), Harsen House (120 West 72nd Street), the 
first LEED certified project on the Upper West Side and The Olcott (27 West 72nd 
Street), a conversion of an Art Deco hotel.  In addition, Andres Escobar & Associ-
ates is responsible for the interior design of The Corner (200 West 72nd Street) 
and  Z Hotel (Long Island City).  

Available studios from: $2,750
Available  One Bedrooms from: $3,950.
Available Two Bedrooms from: $5,575

Mantena | 431 West 37th Street

http://www.alexandermktg.com
http://nycblogestate.com/2012/07/mantena-431-west-37th-street.html
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