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Name: Greg Smith
Title: Executive Vice President
Company: JRT Realty Group, Inc.
Location: 780 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017
Place of birth: Rye, NY
Family: Married, son and daughter
College: Lafayette College
First job in current field: Summer job for his aunt, Mary Salerno at Berley & Company a
full-service real estate firm based in Manhattan.
What your firm does now and its plans for the future? As the largest certified wom-
an-owned commercial real estate services firm in the country, JRT Realty Group, Inc. 
participates in office, retail and industrial leasing and manages a portfolio of commer-
cial, industrial and residential assets in excess of 9 million s/f. Among the 100 proper-
ties that the firm oversees are such class A office buildings as 470 Park Avenue South; 
TIAA CREF’s Global Headquarters, 730 Third Ave.; 780 Third Ave.; Court Sq. Place, 
24-01 44th Rd., Long Island City, NY; Needham Corporate Center, Needham, MA; and 
Pacific Plaza, San Diego, CA. Its residential portfolio includes EXO Astoria, 26-38 21st 
St., Queens, NY; The Corner, 200 West 72nd St.; and The Colorado, 201 East 86th St. 
The firm is also responsible for the industrial leasing and management of Center Pointe, 
Carson, CA and Valley View Business Park, La Mirada, CA, and manages investment-
grade commercial retail condominium units at 2300 Broadway in New York City.
Hobbies: Tennis and Golf
Keys to success: Hard work, meticulous preparation and conscientious follow-through 
are equally important in real estate leasing and management.
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Tuesday, August 13, 2012 - LEASE BEAT - By Michael Ewing

Civic Entertainment will be moving up the block to 
a new office in 470 Park Avenue South.

The marketing firm is set to leave to their office 
at 450 Park Avenue South to move into a 9,361 
square foot space on the 16th floor of TIAA-CREF’s 
building.

Allen Gurevich, a director of Newmark Grubb 
Knight Frank specializing in media and entertainment industry leases, brokered 
the deal for Civic Entertainment. 470 Park Avenue South was represented by 
its leasing team from JRT Realty Group. The team consists of JRT’s executive 
vice president, Greg Smith, senior director, John Thompson, and an associate, 
Kate Pezzolla.

The lease in the building was set for seven years.

470 Park Avenue, a pre-war and class A building, was constructed in 1912 and 
features a two tower design with the north and south tower spanning twelve and 
seventeen stories, respectively. The building offers over 290,000 square feet with 
floor plates around 10,000 square feet.

Management recently upgrades its lobby, elevators, and security systems. 
Nearly 57,000 square feet of the building remain available on the entire fifth, 
sixth, tenth, fifteenth, and seventeenth floor.

Civic Entertainment, found in 1999, is one of the most award winning marketing 
firms in the United States. The firm has received dozens of PRO, Reggie, 
Cannes Lions, and EMMA Awards over the decade for their branding and 
marketing of sports, banking, and travel sectors.

Civic Entertainment will join notable tenants in the building, including North Fork 
Bank, Chipotle Grill, Straight From the Crate, and Eneslow.

Civic Entertainment Moves to 470 Park 
Avenue South

470 Park Avenue South 
(photo courtesy of 470 Park Avenue South)
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Tuesday, August 14, 2012 - LEASE BEAT - By Daniel Edward Rosen

Abbott Capital Management, a private equity firm, 
has inked a 10-year lease to take new office space 
at 1290 Avenue of the Americas, it was announced 
Tuesday.

The firm will be taking a 34,709-square-foot space 
on the ninth floor at 1290 Avenue of the Americas, 
which is managed by Vornado.

John Thompson, senior director of JRT Realty, 
represented Abbott Capital Management in the 
lease deal. Franklin Speyer, Amy Fox, Michael 
Nahmias and Bruce Mosler, all of Cushman & 
Wakefield represented Vornado in the deal.

Asking rents were in the mid-$60s per square foot, 
said a person close to the deal. Abbott Capital 
Management will be moving out of 1211 Avenue 

of the Americas, a 1.8-million-square-foot office building owned by Beacon 
Capital Partners. That building, which is managed by Cushman & Wakefield, 
has over 215,000 square feet available for lease, according to CoStar data.

JRT Realty is a strategic alliance partner with Cushman & Wakefield  and works 
on several projects with the group, including One World Trade Center and 780 
Third Avenue.

Neither Cushman & Wakefield nor JRT Realty responded to requests for 
comment.

1290 Avenue of the Americas is the New York home of Microsoft, which has 
been hunting for new office space in recent weeks. It had been eyeing 250 West 
55th Street, a new Boston Properties development, but was pushed aside 
in favor of Kaye Scholer, as The Commercial Observer reported. Microsoft is 
looking at either renewing at 1290 Avenue of the Americas or relocating to  
11 Times Square.

Abbott Capital Management Relocates 
to 1290 Avenue of the Americas

1290 Avenue of the Americas 
(photo courtesy of CoStar)
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Monday, August 13, 2012 - By Michael Ewing and Edited by Jotham Sederstrom

Civic Entertainment will be moving up the block to a 
new office in 470 Park Avenue South.

The marketing firm 
is set to leave its 
office at 450 Park 
Avenue South to 
move into a 9,361 
square foot space 
on the 16th floor 
of TIAA-CREF’s 
building. 

Allen Gurevich, a director of Newmark Grubb Knight 
Frank specializing in media and entertainment industry 
leases, brokered the deal for Civic Entertainment. 470 
Park Avenue South was represented by its leasing 
team from JRT Realty Group. The team consists of 
JRT’s executive vice president, Greg Smith, senior 
director, John Thompson, and an associate, Kate 
Pezzolla. 

The lease in the building was set for seven years.

470 Park Avenue, a pre-war and class A building, was 
constructed in 1912 and features a two tower design 
with the north and south tower spanning twelve and 
seventeen stories, respectively. The building offers 
over 290,000 square feet with floor plates around 
10,000 square feet.

Civic Entertainment Hits 
Park Ave. South, Again
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Thursday, August 2, 2012 - SMITH STREET FOR SALE - By Tamar Katz

71 Smith Street, a development site in Brooklyn’s Boerum Hill, is up for grabs. 
Cushman & Wakefield and JRT Realty Group have been tapped to market the 
property, a parking lot.

The 27,582-square-foot parcel is located between Schermerhorn and State 
Streets and allows for a 311,801 square-foot mixed-use project to be built. Up to 
206,530 square feet of residential space can be raised. Another 105,271 square 
feet for commercial use is also zoned for the site. 

Ellen Israel of JRT Realty Group with Nat Rockett, 
Helen Hwang, Karen Wiedenmann and Steve Kohn of 
Cushman & Wakefield are marketing the deal on behalf 
of owner HS Development Partners LLC, a joint venture 
between Hamlin Ventures and Time Equities, Inc.

In recent years, Boerum Hill, three stops on the F train 
from Manhattan, has seen some major developments 
and improvements.

“Boerum Hill is one of Brooklyn’s most exciting neigh-
borhoods, and a development at this site is positioned to capitalize on its access 
to its countless amenities, superior access to transportation and rising population 
of young professionals,” Mr. Rockett, an executive vice president in Cushman & 
Wakefield’s Capital Markets Group, said in a statement.

Mr. Rockett emphasized the options the property allowed a buyer.

“It could be a residential and hotel site,” Mr. Rockett told The Commercial Observ-
er. “We’re also thinking it could be attractive to a school use for some of the space. 
You have NYU Polytech in the area and a number of private schools. Brooklyn 
Law is there, St. Anne’s. Some of them potentially do have need for more space. It 
would probably appeal to an institution already in the neighborhood.

According to Streeteasy, comparables in the area for new townhouse and 
residential space range from $810-860 per square foot. Mr. Rockett expected 
the land would trade for about $130 per square foot, a price that would translate 
into about $40 million.

71 Smith Street For Sale

Nat Rockett

http://www.commercialobserver.com/2012/08/71-smith-street-for-sale/


Monday, August 13, 2012 - LEASE BEAT - By Michael Ewing

Civic Entertainment will be moving up the block to a new office in 470 Park 
Avenue South.

The marketing firm is set to leave to their office at 450 Park Avenue South to 
move into a 9,361 square foot space on the 16th floor of TIAA-CREF’s building.

Allen Gurevich, a director of Newmark Grubb Knight Frank specializing in media 
and entertainment industry leases, brokered the deal for Civic Entertainment. 

470 Park Avenue South was represented by its 
leasing team from JRT Realty Group. The team 
consists of JRT’s executive vice president, Greg 
Smith, senior director, John Thompson, and an 
associate, Kate Pezzolla.

The lease in the building was set for seven years.

470 Park Avenue, a pre-war and class A building, 
was constructed in 1912 and features a two tower 

design with the north and south tower spanning twelve and seventeen stories, 
respectively. The building offers over 290,000 square feet with floor plates 
around 10,000 square feet.

Management recently upgrades its lobby, elevators, and security systems. 
Nearly 57,000 square feet of the building remain available on the entire fifth, 
sixth, tenth, fifteenth, and seventeenth floor.

Civic Entertainment, found in 1999, is one of the most award winning marketing 
firms in the United States. The firm has received dozens of PRO, Reggie, 
Cannes Lions, and EMMA Awards over the decade for their branding and 
marketing of sports, banking, and travel sectors.

Civic Entertainment will join notable tenants in the building, including North Fork 
Bank, Chipotle Grill, Straight From the Crate, and Eneslow.

Civic Entertainment Moves to 470 
Park Avenue South

Courtesy of 470 Park Avenue South
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Friday, August 3, 2012 - IN THE NEWS: JRT Realty Group & 71 Smith Street Site

A Boerum Hill parking lot ripe for residential 
development has hit the block for about $40 
million, the New York Observer reported. The 
71 Smith Street site can legally accommodate 
206,530 square feet of residential space and 
another 105,271 square feet of commercial 
space, the Observer said.

Boerum Hill development 
site lists for $40M

From left: Ellen Israel of JRT Realty Group and 71 Smith Street 
(credit: PropertyShark)

The land is being marketed by Cushman & 
Wakefield and JRT Realty Group. The site is 
owned by a joint venture between Hamlin Ven-
tures and Time Equities.

“It could be a residential and hotel site,” Nat 
Rockett, executive vice president at Cushman, 
told the Commercial Observer. “We’re also 
thinking it could be attractive to a school use 
for some of the space. You have NYU Polytech 
in the area and a number of private schools.” 
[NYO]
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